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News and appeals 
 

Changes to how police handle and record found 
property 

All police forces nationally will no longer record reports or accept responsibility 
for some found property items. 
 

The national decision was approved by the National Police Chief’s Council 
(NPCC) after discussions between police forces and the National Police Front 
Counters Forum (NPFCF). Traditionally, police have accepted the 
responsibility of recording lost and found property, although there is no 
statutory duty to do so. This change follows recent amendments to the way 
police record lost property. 
 

Chief Inspector Roy Hodder said: “Police services are under increasing 
pressure to reduce non-essential demand. The public are encouraged to retain 
the property themselves and try to reunite it with its owner wherever possible. 
In all cases reasonable steps to trace the owner should be made. 
 

“Items that contain personal data should be reported to the issuing authority for 
example, the relevant bank for a debit card. If you are unable to do this and 
you hand it in to the police, we will forward this onto them for you. The card will 
not be retained by the police. 
 

“If you find an item on licensed premises, private premises, such as a hotel, 
house, in a taxi, on public transport, on business premises or educational 
premises, you should hand it to staff as they should operate their own lost and 
found procedures. 
 

“If you find an item and you believe it is stolen or has been involved with a 
crime, please report this to us online, via 101 or visit your local police station.” 
 

https://intheknow.community/
http://www.sussex.police.uk/
https://twitter.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/images/msgTypes/Mt45P5.jpg


Found property that will continue to be accepted and recorded by police 
includes: 
 

Items capable of containing data e.g. mobile phones, computers, tablets, Cash 
within wallets where an owner can be clearly identified, Unidentifiable cash, 
Items suspected of being stolen or involved in crime, Firearms and 
ammunition, explosives, chemicals – these can be reported online 

Drugs, Watches and Jewellery 
 

Found property that will be accepted and processed immediately: 
Passports – UK, EU and International, Bank cards, Identity cards, Personal 
documentation (e.g. bank statements, benefit books), Birth, marriage and 
death certificates, Driving licences 
 

Found property that will no longer be accepted: 
Bicycles, Empty handbags, bags, wallets and purses, Cases, Clothing, 
Perishable goods, Animals, Rubbish/waste, Umbrellas, Keys, Spectacles 

Reports on lost and found property can be made online. 
https://news.sussex.police.uk/news/changes-to-how-police-handle-and-record-
found-property-357625 

  

Prison sentence for man carrying drugs who 
attempted to flee from police 

 

A Horsham man has been handed a prison sentence after being caught in 
possession of drugs. 
 

Thomas Griffiths, 21, of no fixed address was spotted acting suspiciously by 
officers in The Forum, Horsham on November 14. 
 

Griffiths attempted to flee from the scene but following a short pursuit on foot, 
Griffiths was detained. Officers conducted a search and found a large quantity 
of cannabis and cash in a rucksack Griffiths was carrying. 
To see the full story please click on the link or see our website.  
 

https://news.sussex.police.uk/news/prison-sentence-for-man-carrying-drugs-
who-attempted-to-flee-from-police-358015  
  
Alerts/Press Releases sent out this week click the link to see full details. 
  

Other burglaries of note; 

  
Burglary  
  
There have been no burglaries to report this week.   

   
 

Help us keep Sussex safe 
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If you saw or heard anything, or have any information about any incident in this 
message please contact us online, email us at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk or 
call 101, quoting the reference number provided. 
 
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
   

 
Your local teams 
 
Visit our Website to contact your local team, view local news and follow our 
social media accounts. Simply type your post code in the 'Find a Local Area' 
box located in the top right of the web page. 
   

 
Links and attachments: Sussex Police will only ever link you to secure 
Websites we trust. We will only send you attachments where we believe it is 
absolutely necessary. 

  

 

Message Sent By 

Janice Brown (Police, Prevention Support & Engagement Officer, Sussex) 

 

To reply or forward this email please use the buttons below or these links: Reply, Rate, Forward / Share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To login to your account, click here, To report a fault, click here 

 

  

  

 

You are receiving this message because you are registered On In The Know - Surrey and Sussex. Various organisations are 

licenced To send messages via this system, we call these organisations "Information Providers". 

 

Please note that this message was sent by Sussex Police. 

 

You can instantly review the messages you receive and configure which Information Providers can see your information by 
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clicking here, or you can unsubscribe completely, (you can also review our terms and conditions and Privacy Policy from these 

links). 

 

This e-mail communication makes use of a "Clear Image" (gif) to track results of the e-mail campaign. If you wish to turn off 

this tracking for future e-mails, you can do so by not downloading the images in the e-mail itself. 

  

 

https://www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/static_pages/email_unsubscribe.asp?auth_key=8b23195e66de62b3d5167ae920a4063d&clean_encode=false
https://www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/static_pages/email_unsubscribe.asp?auth_key=8b23195e66de62b3d5167ae920a4063d&clean_encode=false

